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the thin blanket back up around my shoulders, coughing as I patted

around for my glasses. \X/ith them on my nose, menace retreated a step.

Only a nightmare. \Tolves and a carriage, triggered by our destination.

The blood, though ... I d had the blood of rwo different dead men on

my hands, these past months. Perhaps I should have anticipated the

psvchic toll.

I wiped ineffectually at the cracked window, trying to see where we

were. Not a mysterious forest, thank goodness, but a railway station,

with one dim light shining through the decorative iron braces of the

platform roof. Silent and deserted.

How long had I been here? For that matter, where was here? My

memories werent entirely gone - I knew what that felt like - just...

slow. Like pulling a boot from deep mud. Let me see: we had boarded

the train in the C6te d'Azur. And we were headed to Roumania. The

last station-marker I d noticed was - Padua?

None ofwhich helped much. I squinted at the rusry and ill-lit metal

sign, decided that I had assembled as much information as I could

without outside resources, tossed back the travelling rug - and only

then realised that I was not alone in the compartment.

'Holmes, what are you-' I began, then dissolved into a fit of
coughing, followed by an enormous sneeze. That knocked loose

a recollection: the Murphy children, back in France, hacking and

snufling in all directions. 'Sorry, I seem to have picked up a head cold.

And I think a fever - I had the most vivid dream, that I was in Jonathan

Harker's coach at the start of Dracula. All the euil things in the world will
haue full swa)t - sorry,I'm babbling. But why are you sitting there in the

dark? And where on earth are we? I cant even tell what language that

sign is.' Surely Italian didn't have that pepper-pot sprinkling of accents

and subscript marks?

He stirred in his dark corner. His feet came down from the seat,

his features coming into vier

window. 'I believe that is Slo

the shadows.

Slovenia. Edge of fie BaIk
I sneezed agrin. This tlrtrr

handkerchief. Sherlock HdD
it, and again the pressure on

ideas. First, thar any quesfur

more impo6a11 \an the ooe,

through was not all on Sc ou
'Good [.ord, Holmes, arc

wresde with the window lztr.h,

read the sign outside, but h
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By the looks of the companux

pipe problem.

The stuff that billowed ot
surrmon the fire services- I drr
fresh air rather than stale fig.

Vith an exaggerard shw,
and picked up the Italian oer

crossed his legs and switched <

the pages.
'!7hen the coughing sparc I

way from Bucharest.'

My husband and parmermr
exiting air had ceased to look I
somewhat, scowled at dre marir
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enough to burn a hole in the pages he was pretending to read. He raised

the paper a little.

'How long have we been sitting here?' Another mutter. 'Hott long?'

He gave up, folding the newspaper noisily into something resembling

a rectangle, and took out his watch. 'Not quite three hours.'

During which time he had not been stirring up alternate transport

or threatening the engineer with bodily harm, but instead, silently

poisoning us both with nicotine.

I recognised the signs. To find him curled in a corner with his filthy

old pipe and a handful of the very cheapest tobacco meant he was

searching for connections berween a series of apparently unrelated facts.

As Dr Vatson said, Holmes had a positive genius for minutiae - dogs

that stayed silent, dried pips from an orange. Many of his cases started

u,ith some tiny event that the rest of humanity would not even notice.

A pipe-fuelled rumination explained why he had been sitting there,

oblivious to the world. However, in my current state, there was little

point asking what he was working on. I would never be abie to follow

his thoughts without stimulation of my ow'n.

'Vhat are the chances of getting some tea?'

'Very slim. V'e left the dining car behind in Tiieste.'

'Tiieste?' I laboriously sumrnoned a mental image of Europe,

drawing a line berween where we had started and where I d thought we

were going. Granted, I d been both busy and distracted in the fuviera,

where several much-interrupted nights (and, I suspected now, a low-

grade fever) caused my brain to shut down within minures of boarding

the train. Thar same mental srate, come to think of it, had led me to

follow Holmes blindly in the first place, without questioning the details

of his travel plans. Never a wise thing to do.

'Holmes, why the devil are we never mind. \X/here's the

Bradshatu's?'

'Ow Bradshauis Gaidc ap

the siding upon which we sir

it had walked from paris on i
'Holmes, this was pubtish,
'I was assured that litrle h;
'You were duped,' I said b

t}re seat, causing sweral pag

stretching my cramped limb6,

the ache in my bones.

Children: such a gift-

The passageway was darlq

I set off down it, glancing inr
seemed as deserted as ttre srar

noise, and followed it to the r
amendant were causing tle wi
kicked his feet from their resr

He fell to the floor, snortiq
he beheld me looming orrr tr

He straightened his tie and loc
'How do I get to Viennaj'
The answer required his ca

blunt head, seemed to bring a

is going to Bucharesr, is she nc
'Madam is clearly going nor

I should visit every tiny village

out of ...'I waved towards fre
in any direction will give us m
waiting for the tides to wash us

He blinked in incompreher

he had spotted under the table-
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I sighed. 'Do you have a Bradshaw's? Or any train schedule?'

The one he had was in German, but it was only three years out of

date, rather than Holmes' fifteen. I pored over it, trying to locate a

string of letters approximating those on the sign outside. I found one

at last, followed its listings along the page, then consulted the clock on

his wall.

'\7e are here?' I asked. He bent to study the name above my finger.

'Yes, madam,' he said, following that with a noise like an aged coal

miner clearing his throat. I took a sharp step back, then decided hed

been pronouncing the village name.

'And this train, going west, will pass here at three-fifteen? This is

Tuesday, right? And not a second or fourth Thesday?' There did not

seem to be any other tiny-print rubrics in the train schedule - assuming

it was still August, and I hadn't been in a Sleeping Beauty coma on the

cramped leather seat.

He looked at the calendar under the clock, his lips moving as he

worked on the complicated matter of the day of the week, then nodded.

'Yes, madam.'

Now the big question: 'Can you get that train to stop?'

'But madam, /our tickets are for ...'
The gaze that had failed to ignite Holmes' newspaper worked a treat

on the attendant. He did up a button on his uniform coat and nodded

vigorously. 'I can, madam.'

'You stop that train, and I shall reward you. You let it go by, and I

shall not be pleased.'

He actually gulped, and snatched up a lantern to trot away down

the corridor.

I went back, ever the optimist, to tell Holmes he should gather his

things.

The approaching train seemed determined to roll on through, but

our wildly gesturing aftenden

last moment, and the squeal r

before it had endrely gone pa
\7e waited unril our ner a

and clearly fung from his slr

men hurled recriminations ;
when Holmes shoved his vali
through the train's open door
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fre kitchen.

'lfhat 
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blessedly hot and reasonablv r
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his bunk.

I surfaced at t]re end oft[e r
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behind me, I could amempr ro
Namely, what on earrh we r
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Cseprpn Two

( 
[ rr RrcHT, Horurs,lftrAT's going on?'

.,( L 'There is a situation of interest in Roumania.'

'You told me that some days ago.' It had seemed unlikely ar the rime,

standing on a sun-drenched walk over the Monaco harbour. Roumania

was as close as Europe got to wilderness: neither \7est nor East, nor

quite feudal yet a fair distance from a functioning democracy, a land

beyond the reaches of the Cooks guides. And granted, itt a place where

the maps haye "Here be dragons," but I can't see why we needed quite

such a roundabout route. Instead of the nice, luxurious Tiain Bleu back

to Paris and a transfer to the Orient Express, you chose a long, slow

meander on a rock-hard seat, with no dining car, through villages with
names like CoughhackiSdina and Phlegmja?'

Are you in a hurry to get somewhere, Russell?'

'I ... Holmes, you'rc the om

been more than happyro spfn
out this head cold. Instead -

'Not Bucharest.'

'No?'

A village near tlre town of
'Transyl- good God' I sr

dragons, then the province of
dark, mysterious, and potenti:
Stoker chose it as the home o
given me nightmares even brd

'It is actually quite a plro,
'Mineral resources, rich agriarJ

A fascinating source of folklor
'One assumes their faimer

right?'

'I was, yes. A week of wba

you were sailing from Venice t
A whole week? And you dir
'My - our clientwas not dr
"Mho is this client? you s

woman with an intriguing prol
day - uampires - mighthave s1x

I had taken it for one ofhis lab
ir with further questions.

'Our client is the eueen of.
'Queen Marie? \fow.'
Granddaughter of two empir

her mother the only suryiying
had been given to the crown pri
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